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Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
You are aware that we are required by the state to administer the second-year of the PARCC 
(Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Career) test in English Language 
Arts (ELA) and mathematics.  The test was first administered last year and replaced the NJ ASK 
and HSPA tests.  It matches the content and skills outlined in the standards that guide instruction 
in the classroom and provides valuable information about student learning.  The assessment will 
be given to all public school students in New Jersey beginning in April. We are committed to 
providing accurate information to parents and families in our community. 
 
As a district, we continue to take steps to ensure a smooth delivery of the PARCC tests.  Many 
classroom activities provide opportunities for our students to prepare for the upcoming 
assessments.  We continue to help our students become familiar with the kinds of items and 
format used for the upcoming tests.  Although Berkeley Heights students have performed well on 
standardized test measures over the years, we recognize that standardized tests, given over the 
course of just a few hours in the whole scope of a school year, do not accurately reflect all the 
student knows and can do. Therefore, although we want our students to feel comfortable and 
confident when taking the tests, teachers will encourage students to do their best but not to be 
anxious.  Then we will go right back to the exciting and dynamic instructional activities that our 
students deserve.  
 
The PARCC test provides a deeper level of information about student progress than previous 
tests, which makes it a valuable tool to measure student performance.  PARCC identifies the 
areas in each subject where a student needs additional support and where he or she has mastered 
the content and can be challenged to go deeper into the subject matter – information that is useful 
for parents, teachers, students, and school administrators. With this year’s scores, you will be 
able to compare your child’s performance this year to last year’s and track your child’s progress 
over time. 
 
When a student does not participate in the annual state test, we all lose out on valuable 
information.  We are committed to student achievement, and the PARCC test raises the bar for 
our students to ensure they are on the path to success.  We are confident that with the quality 
instruction delivered by our dedicated educators, and your support, our students can exceed these 
expectations. 
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In Berkeley Heights, the test dates for the PARCC assessments range from April 4 through May 
24.  The English/Language Arts test will ask students to demonstrate: reading comprehension, 
effective writing when analyzing text, and completing a research simulation.  For Mathematics, 
students will demonstrate:  conceptual understanding, skills mastery, fact fluency, solving multi-
step problems requiring abstract reasoning, precision, perseverance, and the strategic use of 
tools.  
 
Science assessments will continue to be paper-based this year until they are transitioned to the 
online PARCC platform; the NJASK Science 4th and 8th grade tests will be administered on May 
25, and the End-of-Course Biology test will be administered on May 25 and 26.  The make-up 
test dates will be scheduled for students who are absent during the regular test administration. 
 
Our administrators have all been working to develop schedules that will provide for not only 
optimal test administration, but also maximize instructional time outside of the tests.  We have 
also compiled what we hope is helpful information for you as a parent.  If you would like to learn 
more about the PARCC Assessments, please visit the PARCC links on the Berkeley Heights 
district websites at www.bhpsnj.org. 
 
Each of the school principals will inform you of the specific dates and times for testing.  Should 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to your child's principal. 
 
As a district, we expect that the PARCC assessments will provide us with valuable information 
about your child’s academic progress and needs and each individual student’s performance 
which will help us to differentiate instruction. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Judith A. Rattner 
 
Judith A. Rattner 
Superintendent of Schools 
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